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' CASES of CONSCIENCE, 


ll," 04A 8 Which reſpet || 
Church-Communion, 
N order to ſtate ſuch caſes as PR relate 


"BH to Church-Communion with all poſſible clearneſs, 
it will beneceſſary to premiſe abrief explication 
ot ſome words, which muit be uſed in queſtions of 

thisnature,. but are not ſo commonly underſtood. © 
© As, 1. What is meant by a Church, and aChriſti- 

12 191%" ER). - cf 
2. What Church Communion is. 
. What is meant by Fix't Communion and by 
_ - - | Occaſional Communion. "W 

" Firſt, What is nicant by a Church. Now tie plai- 
"neſt "deſcription 'I can give of a Church is this, Thar 
"the Church is a Body or Society of Men ſeparated from 
"the reſt of the World, and United to God, and to them- 
[elves by a Divine Covenant, 1 fhallbriefly explain this 
Si mm i ITY B deſcription 
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bc ane to: fit it to the meaneſt. underſtand- 
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1. Then a Church is a Body or Society of Men, for 


' ſpeak only of the Church in this World, and there- 


| kiſt, much leſs the Chu 


fore ſhall not enter- into diſpute, in what ſenſe 
Angels belong to the Chu 


_ And when. ] call t ay un a Body or Society of 


(- "Body fingle [yd r | 
Nr) fo q $9 z ng won + Bt 


* any order 'or ' Union am themſelves, For tho the 


Church conſiſts of particular Men, and when their 


Numbers are ba 0 of gra Multitudes, yet the 
Church conſiſts of- ſuch pai 


cular Men, ot'conſidered 
in a private and ſeparate reg wen but as United into 
a regular Society, which is called, a Body, in alluſion 
to the nat ro Body, i in wich all the parts and mem- 
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re we kind, that 
ex2 aig a Ne: Sad, th Fee gi 
which for the greater. ſtrength, and Unity: he' formed. 
into a religious pon calth.: And: -our Bleſſed 
Saviour ordained the be apo gol pod umeed the Go- 


Yromjent of his: C 
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Parts, is. not; only called a,Body, but:a $ {aa Tuile 
ding, and Holy T, emple, and the Zlouſe of ( "i 
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\_ But then the Oy ch,is 4 Body. 0up 7 Rady, in op- 


Hp ro ma iſt. has þy 
NY 
Tone hd rc je doo tn top 


[Chr 1s but. qne which i is, not anew di 
Aint ayrch, bur, is graf afted into the Jewh ftogck' or 
' Root. Believing Jews , 2nd Chriſtians being United 
itith -0ns.Okiyrc por oh federion of . the, Apd- 
Fr, A Prop 25,7 4. Chyif binſp "bing tbe ehfef _ 
ON # ho unites Jaws, and. entiles intoi:.ohe 7” 
Church,” as. the corner ſtone unites both ſides of the 
- Houſe, 29d, olds them Together, T” ld a 

Te . account. the, Churc is.c9 

woes, fo he. 4 omg of. Gog;;; a8 
Typ niple was but.q1 Was $0 eo 
Erthet exp comma d. Gon of. f God.,- Aa 
for the fame Faipo Chir toſs US, that there: ſhould 
be but. oe THe, de 7 One "Shy 


"hd indeed It...s 

tofay, Feb, Toe ian, Cl hich is; built: up- ” 
©n the.fame FNOTnoaag which wa! ſhips the. :ſame God 
4nd Saviour, nies profeiſes the fame Faith; are Heirs 
to the ſame promil Ss and enjoy all-priviledges in cord- 
mon, thould be di - Ru as, diſtin&t and; ſeparate 
hs t o of the ſam ind; and nature, as Peter, 
Fames and Fohn, are pO Perſons, tho: they ipar- 
take of the ſame Fomperon nature. .- That i is, it isyery 
abfurd to fay, that, where Free, ,thing is_ common, 
ka, is not. one ;Commpajey Peterand James, and _ 
tot e of the omnatureyert cac 

lo they partal intel Gene and CEA their awn 
(as it muſt be jn, natural Bei otherwiſe there could 
'be be but « ge My in the World)..and this makes them 
diftin& FOE ut where tho very nature and eſſence 
of 'a Body of Society c cotifts j jo heving.al thinigs.com- 


mon, 
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oy, there can be but” one ;, and?  therefors if 
one Ir##d , one" Faith, one Ba wer 7. oe Fes and. Hh 
ther of al, be common to che Whoſe Chi iſt n Church, 
'$f there” be 'no peculiar Priviledges,” whi Lol to 
ſomie®Chriftians and riot to/ all, fo one - part of the 
Church, and not to another, then by the Inſtitition 
of: Chriſt, there is but one Church, one, ody,, ons 
Communion,! one Houſetivld' ant F zmily* :'Far "where 
, there "13 fothing: ro' Diftinguiſhi and Sepatare,” no En- 
cloſures: or-'Partittons of Divine Appointment, there. 
can be,” by: Divine Inſtitution, but one, Body, '' 

2. I add, that the Church is a Body or Societ of 
'Men ſeparated from the reft of the World, or of 
ont-of the” Wold," 'as caykd, from whence: Ecclefia 
is:derived, may Fignific; und is ſo expounded by many 
Divines, upon'' "which account the Chriſtians are ſo of- 
ten called, the zamn}, and aiimi, the Called and Cho- 
fen or Elect People of God, which fi nifies, that the 
. *Churetyisdiſtingaiſhed" from the dW of the World 
by &'pe :euliar aidap nr er dy, peculiar Laws, 

00 rites" #\ orſhip, and peculiar Promiſes 
and Fpciviledges, which are not common'to the whole 
-World, 'but only-to _— who are received'intg the 
-Conmunicnes the C urch. "Bye there is 'no contro- 


.verſie about this! matter," and therefore I need add no 


more'about it. 
| The Church is a Body of Men united to. God 
and to-themſelves by a Divine Covenant; - The Church 
is united-to" God; Hor 'it is a Religious Society., 1n- 
'Kituted-for the: Oy of God; 'and they are united - 
ramong;themfſelves:* #nd' to each Feng becauſe it. is 
but one Body, which: requires a union of all its parts 
"I | have already ſhewed, and ſhall ap=nedn. Ire FE 
Aently.''! But the chief thitie to. 'be 'obſe hg 
-this- phat" this? utiion ' v MALE JT Tp ther, 
"NF which 
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. whichcoaſtitntes a Church, -is made by « Divine Cove- 


want. Thus it was in the Jewiſh Church,' Godentered-. 
into Covenant with 4}rahamand choſchim and his Po- 
ſerity.for his Church and Peculiar People, and gave him 
Circumciſion for a Sign and Seal of this Covenant. 
And under the Goſpel God hath made a-new Covenant 
with mankind, in and by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who. 
is the- Mediator: of a Better Covenant, founded upon bet- 
ter Promiſes; and this Goſpel Covenant is the founda-- 
tion: of: 'the Chriſtian Church. For- the 'Chriſtian 
Church is nothing el{E, but ſuch a Society of Men, as. 
is'in Covenant'with God through Chriſt. L 4. 
'F- ſuppoſe al [men will grant , -that/ God only: 
cat make or conſtitute a Church: For ſuch perſons, 
if there were any ſo abfurd, are not worth diſputing; 
with,: who dare affirm the-Church to be @ humans 


Creature, ' or the invention of Men: - f 


- And Ithink it'is as plain, that the only viſible way 
God has of forming a-Church -('for I do-not now ſpeak- 
of the inviſible-operations, of the Divine Spirit) is by 
granting a Church-Covenant, which is- the Divine: 
Charter , whereon the- Church is: founded ,- and . in- 
veſting ſome perſons with Power and Authority, 'to're- 


_ ceive others into this Covenant,according to the terms. 


and conditions of the-Covenant', and by ſuch Cove- 
nant Rites and Forms of Admiſſion, ' as he is pleaſed:to 
inſtitute; which 'under the Goſpel is Baptiſm, as'under 
the Law itwas Circumeifion: - 41 

.. To- be taken into -Covenznr with God, and to'be 
received: inro- the Church, is. the» very ſame thing, 
For | the Church is- a Society.-of Men, , who: are.an 
Covenant with God:.- That can be no Churchy which 
is tot in Covenant with-God, -K8'is no-member-rof:'the 
Church; who is not-ac leift viſibly admitred into Gods , 
Covenant; and whoever: is/in, Covenant with God,, 
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"is madeca wuak of the Church, by being: adautted,, 
: 1ae0»oCoOranant im) fig? ons fil emp end Anti » 
.:Now! loefars, Lproceed;0thall briefly, gh{ervefoms.: 
 few:/'thing%owhitch are. ſo. plain. and. evident; Af. theſe 
Principles be-true, that I need. only name them, aud 
'yet. are:of great. uſe for thereſolution of ſome follow- 
10 caſes. LD ui nos a1 | EULA 113i 
on - 1+. That a Covenant:ſtate ;and Churcheſtate .is; 
. the fame thing. on) etys "iN 2V nga kv 
2. That every profeſt Chriſtian , who is ;received 
.into - Covenant, as ſuch, is a Church member. ... -| 
2. That nothing olſe is neceſſary to make us. mem- 
-bers of the Chriſtian Church but only Baptiſm, which 
.is the Sacrament of our. admiſſipa into the Chriſtian. 
: Covenant. For if Baptiſm, ,which gives us right'to. 
all the Priviledges of the Covenant, does not make 
us Church members, .then a Church-ſtate is no part of. 
the. Covenant ; then a man may þe in Covenant with 
God through Chriſt, and yet be:no member of Chriſt; 
or he may be a member of Chriſt and no member of. 
-his Body, which is the Church. | 

i:4. | That no Church-ſtate can depend upon human; 
Contracts , and - Qovenants, for then a Church would. 
'be a human Creature, and a human Conſtitution ;, - 
whereas a Church can be founded only upon a Divine 
Covenant, It is. true, no man, who is at age, can. 
_bei admitted to Baptiſm till be profeſs. his Faith in 
+Chriſt, and voluntarily undertake the Baptiſmal Vow ; 
but the Independent Church-Cavenant betwixt Paſtor 
and People, is of a very. different Nature from this, 
unlefs-aoy man will ay, that the voluntary contract 
and '\Covenant, which. the Independents exact from 
their. members,and whereinthey place a Church-ſlate, 
 bepart of the Baptiſmal Vow. -If itbe not, thea they, 
found. the, Church. upon. .a human Covenant, , for 
| Chriſt 


- 
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Fro! SU 2, 
- Ghrift hath made but; one-Covenant with Mintkind ; 
which-is contained in the Vow of Baptiſm. 'If ir be,then - 
. 90: Man is « Chriſtian, but an Independent, and then 
- they. would do well to ſhew, how the Baptifmal Vow, 
- whach- is but one-and-: the fame forall Mankind, de-- 
termines- one Man to:be''afixt member of -Dr. Owens 
.Ghurch, another of Mr.Grifftbs, or any other Inde-- 
pendent Paſtors ; and if they could get over this dif-- 
ficulty,there is another ſtill, why they exatt this Church-- 
Covenant of Baptized Chriſtians, before they will 
admit them to their Communion , if- Baptiſm . makes - 
them members of their Church, + _ 

This Tthink makes .it plain; that" the Independent, 
Ghurch-Covenant 'is no part of the Baptiſmal Vow, . 
and then it is no part of: the Chriſtian Covenant; .and : 
if there: be no- true Church-ſtate, but what: depends - 
on ſuch human-Contrafts , - then-: the Church owes - 
= to the will of - Men; not to. the Covenant of . 
God.. * | 
- 7:5; T-obſerve farther ,, how. abſurd it is to gather: 
Churches . out of ,Churches, which already confiſt. of 
Baptized - Cliriſtians; Chriftianity - indeed | ſeparates 
us fromthe reſt of the World, þut. furely it does nor : 
ſeparate Chriſtians' from each other. . . The: Apoſtles - 
only undertook to: Convert Jews and Heathens ro the. 
-Ghriftian: Faith, and to make them. members: of the 
Chriſtian Chuech,. which: is-a ſtate of. ſeparation from :- 
.the World ; but theſe Men: Convert Chriſtians from 
Common. Chriſtianity, and the Communion” of the 
_yaiverſal: Church, to Independency. If the Church 
.beofeunded on's divine Covenant; we know no. Church . 
but: what: all Chriſtians:; are made members'of by 
.Baptiſm, - which is: the univerſal Charch,. . the. one. 
\Body- and - Spouſe. of Chriſt.. And to argye fromthe. 
Apoſtles: gathering Churches from: among” Jews and : 
TR Heathens, , 


the matter of the: Charter be the ſame, their right to 


| __—_—_ >: 
Heathens ,' to prove ''the- gathering- Churches ont 
of: a Chriſtian and National Church, "muſt either con- 


clude; that a Church, and Church-ſtate is a very in- 


different and "Arbitrary thing, and" that Men may be 


very good Chriſtians, arid in- a fafe condition without 
it ;\or that Baptized Chriſtians, who are” not! mem- 
bers of a'particular Tndependent Church, are no better 


than Jews and Heathens, that is, that Baptiſm it ſelf 


- though a Divine Sacrament and Seal of the Covenant, 
is'of no value, till-itbe confirmed and ratified' by a 


human Independent Covenant. fl. 23; 
6. I obſerve, thar if the Chriſtian Church be found- 


edon a Divine Covenant, on that new Covenant, which 


God hath made with Mankind.in Chriſt, then there 


- s-but one Church of which all Chriſtians are mem- 
 - bers, as there is but'one- Covenant :into which we are 


all-admitted/ by Baptiſm. For 'the Church 'and the 
Covenant muſt be of an equalextent.. There can be 


. but one Church founded upon one Covenant, and all 


who: have an -intereſt'-in rhe ſame Covenant , © are 
members of the ſame- Church. '- 
And therefore, tho: the diſtance of place , and the 


neceſſities and conveniences of Worſhip and Diſci- 


pline,” may, and has divided the Church into ſeveral 
parts and members, and particular Churches,: yet the 
Church cannot be divided into two or more-diſtin& 
and ſeparate Churches, for that deſtroys'the unity-of 
the Church: and unleſs: they could divide the Co- 
venant: alſo, two Churches, which are not members 
of each other, cannot: partake in the: ſame* Covenant, 
but the guilty Divider forfeits his intereſt [in the Co- 


-Yenant: without a new grant; . .. 


: A Prince indeed may grant the ſame Charter to ſe- 
vers] diſtin&- Cities and Corporations, butithen tho | 


z 
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it depends 'upon diftia@'Grants; But if he prant' a": 
om mo theEredting'6f ſuch COoporttionandcon: 
fine his Charter to the merhbers 'of that Corporation, + 
thoſe who wilfully feparate themſelves from this Cor-- 
poration: to which this Chatter'\was granted, forfeit 
their--intereſt- in the: Charter; and muſt not think to 
EreQ a new diſtin Corporation by-the fame Charter. 

Thus it is here, God hath made a Covenant of grace 
with Mankind in Chriſt, and declares that by this one 
Covenant, he unites all the-Diſciples of Chriſt into . 
one Body and Chriſtian:Church,: who' ſhall: all par- 
take of the 'Bleſfings of this:Covenant. - By--Baptiſm 
we-are all received into:this Covenant, and admitted 
members of this one Church ; now while we conti- 
nue in the Unity -of this Body, it is evident,” that we- 
have a right to-all the : Bleſlings: of rhe Covenant, 
which are promiſed to this Body,and toevery'member- 
of it. But if we divide our -ſelves: from” this' Body, 
and fet updiftin& and ſeparate. Societies, ' which we 
call: Churches, : but which are not members, nor live 
in Communion with: the--one: Catholick Church, : we 
cannotcarry'our' Right and Title to the Covenant out 
ofithe Church with us.  ! 5 7 he 

'The Goſpel-Covenaat ' is' the common Charter of 
the Chriſtian-Church; and if we are. not contented to 
enjoy theſe Bleſſings in-common-with other Chriſtians 
we-:muſt:bs contented to'go without them. For it 
is nota particular Covenant, which God makes with 


particular Separate Churches, but a general Covenant; 
made with .the: whole Body /of Chriſtians,. as United 


in one Communion , and therefore: that, which no. 
particular: Chureh has: any intereft in, butas:1t 5 a 
member ofthe! univerſal Church. - | > oa ns? 
God hath not made any Covenant 1n particular with 
the | Church of Geneva, of _ or Exgland,, = 
WT.” | wit 
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whe Body,. before. is. can as any natural-Aftion. 


Ts 
with the one Body and, Church of Cheiſt ,' all the 
Workdj over ; and therefore! the. only thing, thac- cag 
give us in particular a.right to the Bleſſings of the Co-. 
venant, is, that we 'the conditions of this Co- 
venant, and live un Usity and Communion with all. 


_ true Chriſtian Churches in the World, which, makes 


us. members: of- the Catholick Church, to whom the 
Promiſes are made. | 
Secondly, The next thing. tobe explained iS,. what 

is meant by Church-Communign. Now Church-Com- 
munion- ſignifies no, more 'then ChurelFellowſhi 

and. Society, and: to: be: ite Communion with the 
Church is to be 8 member of the Church ;/ and this:is. 
called Communion, . becauſe: all Church members have- 


- «common right to Church Puiviledges, and a. common 


Obligation toi all thoſs;Dutics a \ Offices, which A. 


| Church nrelation Exats Foththem. | 


Ektiow: this word: Communion is commonly uſed to: 
Genific a Perſonal and: preſential Communion in Re- 
ligious Offices; as when: Men pray, and. hear, and. 
receive the. Sacrament ob the:Lords Supper together, 

are faid tobe in Communion: with, one ;another 
to live is Communion with that, Church; with 


which inall Acts of: 
tg ms RR 
Worthip eb rar romeo Buren of the Church, 


" are anExenciftof: Chriſtian Communians but Church» 


Communion is: ſpractiing; antecedent. tor alk. the: Afts 
and Offices of Communion. For noMan-has a right 
wany' Act. of: ChriſtamComthunion, buthe;. who: is - 
10:8 State of Communion with-the: Cheiftian Chacch.. 
- What:navural: Uiitinn: is in: natirdb: Bedics., that: . 


| Communion: is- in Bodies: Pvlitick;, :whether Civak or 


Religious Soceties 7” a meinber: aiuTbe vi 


tally nnided. 
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cir Office of a member; beforethe £ye-can fee, or the 
\Feer:can walk, :or the/Earscanihear ;/ and the union of 
the Eye, or Foot, tothe: Body, does not coafiſt ty 
ſeeing or walking, but ſeeing and walking are ' ele 
efiefts of this Umon. | L 


COMe-'ONe' COMmon Body, or one Comitwunions and 


pretend to the ſame Priviledges, ordo ſuck things, as 
are required of thoſe, who are 1nembers 'of this Body, 


| this»would be fo far from being thought an At of 


Communion with them., that 4t would be-cenſured 
235 an unjuſt Uſarpation. [Should a Man, who is noCi- 
tizen of Loudon, open his Shop, and drive a trade 
gs. other 'Citizens do, or givehis Vote at a Common- 
Hall, -and in' all other AQﬀt like a Citizen, this 
would notimake him a Citizen, but an Tneruder. He 


is w Foreigner ſtill, and his preſuming. to' Att like a 


Citizen, when -he:is none, 15/60. A@t of Communion 
with that Body, of which he is -no member, but zuſt- 
ly expoſes him tocenſureand punithment. : 

- Thus it is in the Chriſtian (Church, which is one Bo- 
dy and Society united'by.a Diving Covenant. Our 
Communion with the Cluwch conſiſts in being mem- 
bers -of the Church,' which we are enade by Baptiſm : 
The exerciſe of this Communion conſiſts m -al{ thoſe 
Offices and Duties, which .all the members of the 
Church are oblived: to, and which none have 'any 


ceiving eKorls Supper wgather, Bec" 


_ 
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. Now. ſhould ay; /Man-who-is nothember6Þ the 
Chureb, NOPrOwns:;; himſelf toibeifo, -1ntrude:into:the 
.Churchz and Gommuinicate:in-all holy Offices; this 


can be no; more called-an-A&t6vf Communion, 'than - 
it can be faid to make him a member of the Charch, 


of which- he: is. ho.-member, and reſolved not-to. be : 
Prayers, and. receivingthe Sacraments, @c.;:are: Ads 
of Communion, when- performed by: Church-mem- 


bers in the Communion of the Church ; but they are 
no. As of Communion, when: performed by thoſe, . 
who are ng Church-members., tho: to:ſerve* a turn, 
they thruſt; themſelves /into the Society:of: the Church. 
© As. for Inſtaace, ſuppoſe. a member! af a Presbyte- 
rian, or Independagt Conventicle, ſhould, for reafons 
beſt known to. himſelf, at ſome critical time, come 
to. his;;Pariſh; Church ;: and there-hear;the ;Common- 
Prayer, and: Sermon, and-receive:the Lords Supper, 


according; to, the: order- of the Church.. of. Eng/and;, 


does this make this Man a member of the Church of 
"England, with which he never Communicated: before, 
_ it is likely, will, never do again 2 If it. does noe, 
all this:is no. ARt-of Communion, which can. be only 
between:the members of the ſame Body. wn ls. 
So: that to be in Church-Communion, does not fig- 
nifie, meerly to perform ſome ſuch As, which are 
Ads of Communion in the members of the Church, 
but ſince the decay: of Church, Diſcipline, may ſome- 
zimes be performed by thoſe, who ;are not members, 
which is ſuch anabuſe, as would not have beenallow- 
ed in the Primitive Church, who denyed their Com- : 
munion to Schiſmaticks, as well as. tothe Excommus« 


4 


_ nicate upon. other, accounts: but-to be in-Church-Com- 


mugion - ſignifies. to;be a .member- of the Church, to 


be Embodyed and Incorporated with. it, and I ſuppoſe. 


whatithat means, every one knows, who underſtands 
| IE h what. 


Trey) Ot 


_ what iitis to -be'a; member of any Society, ' of a City, 


or-any Inferior Corporation ; whicly :confiſts: of Privi» 
ledge and:Duty, ' and” requires all thoſe, who: will en+ 
joy the. benefits of ſuch a/Society, to diſcharge their 
xeſpeCtive truſts and obligations. JETT FR 
'Fo be in Communion with, or to be a member of 
the- Church, inclades a Right and Title to all-.thoſe 
*Bleſfſings, which God hath promiſed to his Church; 
and an obligation : to- all the Duties -and Offices of 
Church Society; as SubjeCtion to the Authority, In+ 
uttions:, Cenſures of the Church;z: a Communion 
in Prayers, 'and Sacraments, and-other Religious Of- 


*fices, and he who deſpiſes. the Authority, or deſtroys 


the Unity of the: Church, renounces his. memberſhip 
and Communion: with it. Theſe things: are extreamly 
plain, and though Men may cavil tor difputes' ſake, 
yet muſt needs convince them, that no. Man is in 
Commumon with-a Church, which he is not a mem- 
ber of, tho through the:defe& of Diſcipline, he ſhould 
ſometimes be. admitted to ſome A& of Communion: 
with it; and E ſhall obſerve ſome few things from hence: 
of great uſe.” | | 
'x, That Church-Communion primarily and: prin- 
cipally reſpeQs the univerſal Church, not any parti- 
cular Church or Society: of Chriſtians. For to be 
in Church-Communion: fignifies tobe a member of the 
Church, or Body of Chritt, which is but one all the 
World over. * Church; Communion does not © conſiſt in- 
particular As of Communion, which.can-be perform- 


ed only among thoſe, who are preſent, and- Neigh- 


bours:to each other, but in- memberſhip: now a mem- 
ber is a member of the whole Body, (not. meerly of 
any-partiof-it,) how large ſoever the-Body be. - All 
the Subjects of England, thoſe, who- live- at St. Da» 


wids, and.thoſe at Tarmouth,, who-never ſaw,. nor con- 
verſt. 


verſt with each other, are all members -of the fa 
Kingdom, and by the ſame reaſon, this memberſhip 
may extend to the remotelt part of the World, if the 
Body, whereof we are members, reach fo far. _ 
And therefore we rhay obſerve, that Baptiſm, which 
is the: Sacrament 'of our Admiſſion into, the Covenant 
of God, and the Communion of the Church, does 
not make us members 'of any icular Church, as 
ſach, but of the Univerfal Church ; and I obſerved be- 
fore, that a Church-ſtate, whiah is the ſame thing , 
with Church-Cammunien, is founded only ona Divine 
Covenant; and cherefore fince there is no other Di- 
vine Covenant to [make us members of icular 
Churches, as diſtinguiſht from the Univerſal Church, 
ſuch particular Church-memberſhip is at beft but a hu- 
man Invention, and-indeed nothing elſe but a Schiſm 
from the Univerſal Chorch : whichaloae, if well coaſfi- 
 dered, is a ſufficient confutation of + 17 ger 
is a particular Church-Stace, as diftionguifht from all 
other Churches and Socicties'of Chriſtians. | 
2. I obſerve farther., that tho..the exerciſe of 
Church Communion, as to moſt of the particular Du- 
ties and Offices of it, -muftbe confined to a particular 
Church and 
joya in the Communion of Prayers and Sacraments, 
Sc. but wich ſome particular Church )/ yot every 
AQ of Chriſtian Commugnion, 'though performed in 
forne particular Church, 5 and mult be:an AdQt of 
Communion with the whote' Catholick Church, Pray- 


| tng, and Hearing, ;and receiving the Jonds Supper - 


together, does notemake /us wore 1in-Communion'wath 
the 'Church of Exgand, .thanwithuny- other true and 


Drthadox 'part of rhe>Churck, vho{in-the-Remoreſt | 


parts of the: World. The exbreife of 'crac Chiſhan 
Communion iti a particular Church; 4s nothing ole 
FE but 


cgation ( for we cannot Attually | 
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but the exerciſe. of Catholick-Communion in. 4 parti- 


”- « : 


culay Church, which. the neceſlicy of affiirs reguires, 


fiace all the Chriftians ia the World cannot meet! to- 
gether for As of Worſhip ; But there is nothing in 
all theſe Acts of Communion, which does more peculi- 
arly Unite us to ſuch a particular Church, than to the 
whole Chriſtiana Church. | 

When: we pray together to God, we Pray to hint 
as the. Common. Father.of all Chriſtians, and do nes 
challenge any peculiar intereft in him, as members of 
ſuch a particular Church, but 2s members of the 
whole. Body of Chrit;; when we. Pray in_ the: Name 
of Chriſt, we conſider, him as the great High. Prieft, 
and Saviour of the Body, who powerfully interceeds. 
far the whole Church and for us as members of rhe 
Univerſal Church. And we Offer up-our Prayers and 
Thankſgiving, nat only for,our ſelvesand thoſe, who: 
are preſent, bur for all Chriſtians althe World over, as. 
our Fellow-members,and Praying for one another is the: 
erueſt notion of Communion. of Prayers; for Prayi 
with one another, is only in orderto' Praying for one 
another. And. thus our Prayers are an exerciſe of 
Chriſtian Communion; when. we Pray to! the fame 
common Father, through the Merits and: Mediation 


| of the fame common Saviour and: Redeemer, for the 


ſame common Bleſſings, for our ſelves, and the whole- 
Chriſtian Church. Stata 

Thus when we meet. together th Celebrate the Sup-- 
per of our Lord, we do.not.meet as. a4 private Sup- 
per,. but as/at the common-Feaſt, of Chriſtians: and. 
therefore it is not an At of particular Church Fellow- 
ſhip, but. of Catholick Communion. The Supper: of 


- eur Lord does not fignifie any other kind: of Union: 


and confederation between thoſe Neighbour Chriſtians, 
who. receive together in the fame Church, than on_ 
| S. 


wo _ . 


x ( 6) 
the-whole Body of Chrift” The Sacramental Bread 
fignifies and! repreſents "all: thoſe, 'for' whom Chriſt 
died; that” one Myſtical Body, for which he Offered 
his Natural Body, which is the Univerſal Chureh ; 
and-our eating of this Bread ſignifies our Union to' 
this Body:of Chriſt, and therefore is conſidered, : as 
an A of true Catholick, nor-of a particular Church- 
Communion. And the Sacramental Cup is the Blood 
of the New Teſtament, and therefore repreſents our 
Communion in all the Bleſſings of the Covenant, and 
with all thoſe, who are thus-in Covenant with God. 
So that: there is nothing particular in this Feaſt, to 
make it a'private Feaſt, - or an AR of Comnttnion 
with a particular Church, :confidered as particular , 
but it is the common Feaſt of Chriſtians, and an A& 
of Catholick Communion. Sales 
Which by the way plainly ſhews, how groundleſfs 
that ſcruple .is againſt mixt Communions, - that Men 
_ think. themſelves defiled by receiving the Lords Sup- 
per with Men, who are vicious. For tho it is a great 


defe&. in Diſcipline, and a great reproach to' the | 


Chriſtian Profeſſion, when wicked Men are not cert 
ſured, and removed from Chriſtian Communion, yet 
they may as well pretend, that their Communion is 
defiled by bad Men, who Communicate- in affy other 
| part of the. Church, or any other Congregation, as 

in that, in which they live and Communicate : For 
this holy Feaſt ſignifies no other Communion between 
them, who receive at the fame time, andin the fame 


Company, than it does with all ſincere parts of the 


Chriſtian .Church. It is not a Communion with' any 
.Perſons conſidered as preſent, but it is a Communion 
with the Body of Chriſt and'all true members of it, 
whether preſent or abſent. SIY Wh 
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_ Thoſe: who. ſeparaterfrom @ National Church: for the 
fake. of cotrupt; profeſſors, though they: could forma 
Society 45; pure and; boly,':as-they ſeem to deſire, yet 
are Schifmaticks in it, becauſe they. confine! their 
Communion to their own fele& Company, and Exclude 
the whole Body ' of Chriſtians all the World over, out 
gf it:;;; their Communian, is no larger than their ga- 
thered, Church, for if-jt be, then they muſt ſtill Com- 
municate' with thoſe Churches , which have corrupt 
metinbers, as all viſible Churches on Earth have, (un- 
ſs we ,will except Independents, becauſe: they. have 
the. confidence .to except themſelves) and then their 
Separation does not Anſwer its end, which /is to avoid 
ſuch corrupt Communions ; and yet if they do.confine 
their Communion to their own gathered Churches, 
they .are Schiſmaticks in dividing themſelves from 
the Body; of Chriſtians ; and. all their Prayers and 
Sacraments are not Ads. of Chriſtiaa Communion, 
but a Schiſmatical Combination.” + te; 
This does not prove indeed, that particular Churches 
are not. bound to reform themſelves, and tp preſerve 
their own Communion pure from corrupt ,members, 
unleſs all the Churches 1n the Warld, will.do fo too; 
becauſe every particular; Church ,, whether Dioceſan, 
or National, has power to reform its own members, 
and is accountable to God for ſuch negle&s of Diſ- 
cipline: but. it does prove,..that no ;Church without 
the guilt of Schifm, can renounce Communion with 
other. Chriſtian Churches, or ſet up; a diſtin& and 


ſeparate Communion of irs own, for the ſake of ſuch 


corrupt members; which was the pretence of the Ne- 
atian and ,Doxatzft Schiſm of Old, and is ſg; of 
the Independent: Schiſm, at this day. + +, | 
;- 3..:I.obſerve further , that our obligation to main- 
tain Communion with a particular Church , wholly 
| | D reſults 


(nu). 


reſults from onr: obligation to Catholick Communion; 
Theonlyreaſon why Tam bound tg liye-in-Commu- 
Hion with any particular: Churchycis becauſe Tarn a 
memberiof ths whole: Chriftian- Church, '"whiehy is the 
Body of Chriſt, and therefore muſt live in Commu- 
nion with the Chriſtian Church ;/ and yet if is pos 
fible to live tn Communion with the whole Chri 
Church, ' without Aqtual Communion with ſome wet 
of it; when Fam in-fuch a place, whete there is a 
viſible Chriſtian Church; as no member can be Uni- 
tedto the Natural Body, without its being United: to. 
ſome part of: the Body, - for the Union and Commiu- 
 nion of the-whole Body conſiſts in the Union ofiall 
its tocach other. 
'A@R of Chriſtian "Communion, though per 

| formed in a particular Church, or Congregation” + ; i 
not properly an 'A& of articular Church-Commuws 
nion', but 15 the exerciſe of Communion with the 
whole Church and Body of Chriſt, as I have- al 
proved ;- - but rt can be no At of Communion at al 
if it be 'not performed in the Communion of the 
Church, which it cannot be, unleſs it be performed 
in the Communion -of ſome particular Church; "And 
this is the only obligation, I know 'df, to Commu- 
nion with any particalar \Church , that: as I am a 
Chriſtian, -I am a member of the Body and Church 
of Chriſt, and\ina State of Communion; and theres 
fore am bound to maintait Aﬀtual Communion with 
the Chriſtian Church , where-ever 1 find it, and by 
Communicating with the Church, - wherein T live, if 


it be a Sound and Orthodox Member of the Cs | 


Charch, 1 maintain Communion with. the whole 
Catholick Church, which is but-one* 

So that here is no choice, what Church we will 
Communicate with, for there i 1s but one Church all 


the 


. 
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(ay) 
the , Morkd orer;'v with which we muſt Communicaes; 
and therefore we _ cle todo, but to jadge 
whether that part of the Church, hurry 
be fo Sound ad Orthodox, that we may Commauni- 
cate with it according t@' the Principles of Catholick 
Communion; and .if t be, we are bound/to Commus- 
aicate with it, -under Peril of Schiſm from the Caths- 
lick Church, we do not. 

4 From hence we may plainly learn the true no- 
tion 'of a Separate'Communuon, and Separate Church. 
For ſorne Mena ſeem” v0 be reatly ſenfible of the 41m 
and miſchief of Schiſm-and vion, 'but then they 
uſe igreatart, ſo to confound'the notion of Separation, 
as that neither they themſelves, nor any. oneelle, ſhall 
ever beable ro underſtand what it is,whereas ifithey will 
allow, that there /is, or ever can be, any 'ſuch-thing 
ion from the Qhurch, it is as'eafie to under- 
Rand, what Separation is, as what it is for a mem- 
ber to be divided from the Body. 

For if there'be but-one 'Church, and-one Commu- 
Non, of-which all 'true Chiriſtians , / and Ohriſtan 
Churches, are, or ought to be: members, then thoſe 
_ which are inot 'members: 'of each other, 

ate Churches, It is-not enough indeed to 

renhe a Separation, that 'two Congregations meet-in , 
eral places for Worſhip, for this -is done by all the 
Pariſh:Churches of 'Zxg/and, who are in the fame 
Communion , but yet- hold diftin&t and | Separate Aſ- 
ſemblivs, as to Local Separation. Nor is it ſufficient 


| to prove, that there is- no Separation, becauſe theſe 


\and': 
'and :Dowariſts did; who yet were Sahifmaiicks from 


"Churches: agree in all the Articles of Faith, 
efitals of worſhip; -For' thus the Novatiuss 


the 'Catholick Church. But where. there are two 


Churchea , Which are not members of-.cach .other, 


D 2 there : 


there is a:Schiſm;;tho they agtee inevery. thing elfe, bi 
 in'ohe Communion; - and: where Qhurches | owtr each 
_ others Communion, 'as members of the ſame; Body, 

there is no Schiſm;though they are as diſtant from: each 
-other -in'place, | as/Eaſt and|Weſtc;// - + 11; +: 51h 922 
.: :;And_ it is' as:cafte to.underſtand, | what; xt; is for two 


% 


. Churches to;be members of cath other; but to make 


this as plain, as I-can, and as far, as it 1s poſlible, to 
prevent all: Evaſions , - and -Subterfuges., I ſhall: lay 


down ſome few'rules according to the Principles of Ca- 
cholick Communion, whereby; we may certainly. know, 
- what Churches are in Communion 'with. each-;other, 


and which are Separateand Schiſmatical Conventicles. 
1, There muſt be but one..Church, in one- place, 
.aceording to.. that: Ancient Rule of: the/, Catholick 


Church; ;that-there muſt be but one Biſhop in a- City ; 


and this was obſerved in the; Apoſtolical , times, that 
in the; greateſt:and maſt Populous Cities, and where 
there were the greateſt number of Converts, yet there 
- was: but -one' Church ,/ ſuch. as: Feruſalem ; | Antivch , 
-Epbeſus, &c. this :is:acknowledged by the: Indepen- 
. dents themſelves , ; who endeavour, hence . to-prove, 
that. there: were no more Chriſtians it. -any,of , thoſe 
Cities,.:than could meet > mp—s —p for As 
of Worſhip, which is a mighty groundleſs Surmile, 
.and not much for the credit; of. the Chriſtian, Church, 
as:has been often ſhewn . by learned Men, both: Epil- 
'copal and Presbyterian Divines. - :,/ © 1c 
And there is an evident reaſon, why this ſhould be 
ſo, becauſe there is no other, Rule of Catholick Com- 
munion for private ;Chriftians, -but -to. Communicate 
in all Religious; Offices, and all Att of Gevernment 
and Diſcipline ; -with thoſe Chriſtians,” with: whom 
they live; for to renounce the- ordinary Communion 
of any Chriſtians, 'or true Chriſtian Church, is to, di- 
| & £ | vide 
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vide the Unity! and Commiinion of theChurcli;:and to 


. withdraw our ſelves from ordinary Communion with 
the Church, in which we live, into diſtin and: Sepa- 
rate Societies for Worſhip, is to renounce their -Com- 
.munion;; and when there is not a neceſſary cauſe for-it, 
is a Schifmatical Separation. ? i 7 | ll, 
- .. So thatdiſtinQ and particular Churches; whichare in 
Communion with each other, muſt have their diſtin&: 
bounds and limits, as every member has its Natural 
and. proper. place and. ſituation + in; the Body. ii: But 
when there is one;, Church within'the->Bawels of ano- 
ther, a new Church gathered out of a. Church already 
conllituted; - and: formed into'a diftint and Separate 
Society, this diviges Chriſtian Communion, and is a 
.notorious Schiſm.: Theſe Churches cannot be.mem- 
bers-of ;each; other, / becauſe: they ought to: be-but. one 
Church ,. and therefore ;:to form and gatheri:a new 
Church, is:to divide and: Separate the members of the 
ſame Church from each other. - Gln 9 
. . This 1s/the. plam caſe. of the Presbyterian and.- In- 
dependent Churches, and: thoſe other 'Conventicles of 
SeQtaries, which are. among us; they are Churches 
4n_ a Church, -Churches formed out! of the National 
Church, by which means Chriftians, who live toge- 
ther, -refufe to Worſhip: God in the ſame Aſſemblies, 
and ;have bitter,,Envyings: and. Contentions; for: the 
Honour and Purity of their ſeveral Churches. .-: :i 
Ifalt Chriſtians are members of the one'Body of Chriſt, 
nothing can juſtifie the diſtinQtion of Chriſtians into 
ſeveral Churches, but-;only ſuch a diſtance of : place, 
4s, makes 16: neceſſary and. expedient: toput. them: un- | 
der the Conduft..and Government wh, ſeveral:Bifhops, 


. for the: great Edification- of the Church, in the :more 
eaſie 'and regular Adminiſtration- of Diſcipline z' and 


all holy. Offices; and therefore nothing, can juſtifie 


- 
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— ot a diſtance my be viftin& Church 
nnder their diffiatBithops; bur yerin the ſame'Com- 
munion ; but diſtin& Clnnchos inthe ſame plats cm 
nicverþe of the fame Communion, for chon they would 
Natttally Unite and :Cement into one. ' There muſt 
either be Antibiſhops, 'or Sotviſmatical Presbyters, Tet 
up in bday urine to; their -Biſhops,: under di tad 
of Worſhip and: hs wwe which trakes 
them Ne Rival and: oppoſite-Charches, not members of 
each other.. From hence I think, - it plainly appears, 
that all Separation-from & Charch, wherein we 
unlefs there | be neceſlary reaſons for -it , 'is* Schiſm:; 
and we cannot juſtifie ſach diftm& Churches | withih 
one another, from the examples of other. 'fgiſtin& 
Churches, whoſe: bounds, . and. limits, and Jurifdiet- 
on alſo, arediſtin& and ſeparate.  ' + 
2. Itis plain, thoſe are'Separate- Charehes, which 
divide fromthe Conmunioniotiagy Church, from any 
diſlike of irs Dorine, Government; 'or Worſhip, for 
in this caſe, it is. plain, 'they-leave the Church ,-and 
form themlſclves.into.a new Church, out of the Com- 
munion of the Church, 'from whence they went, be- 
ons they did not think itſafe to continue one'Body 
with it. . Sregrenditn 
This has often made me wonder, what thoſe Men 
mean, who take all occaſions to quarrel at our Con- 
ſtitution, and aſſign'a great many y, reaſons, why't 
. cannot Communicate" with-us, 'ard. you at this far 
rime will-not own,thar they have ira ary Separation 


from us. What middle | Avon ſhall we'find [ thefe 
Men, who will neither continue in the Church, nor 
_— themſelves to be out of it ? 


It 
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| if twa patticul l n 
Cammunian: with each: echer,:and: y 


dinary Communion from each other, from a profeſſed 
diflike, aod yt, ſtill to: continge ina: ſtate of Come 
mution:with one andther, is a dawn right cantradifis 
on Tb be in Communion'is to be members of the 
ſame Bady and Society, -and-he that can prove, and 
he; that can believe; =_ oppoſite Societies,: founded 
upon: ;contrary principles, and: Adting. by co 
den, and ering Loattery.hke gag 
Subverſion of each other,' ta be: the fame: Body, and 
the ſame Society, are'very wanderful Mca to me. . 
\-J- Thoſe are Separate Churches, whoda: not own: 
each others members , ay" their awa Actual. Come 
munion during - our: refidence in any certain; place, 
nid be: confined to that particular Church, in which 
we hve, if it bea ſound part of the Chriſtian Church; 
but Church-memberthip is not confined to any parti- 
cular Church. . I am no otherwiſe 2 member of 
particular Church, theni am of the:Univerfal Chureh, 
which gives me a. right of Memberfhip and: Commu- 
nion in all theparticular Churches of che World. Now: 
E would: ask whether every Baptized Chriſtian, who- 
by Baptiſm is made a member of the 'Catholick 
Church, and has not forfeited this right by a Scanda- 
fous lite , be zp/o fatto a member-ot an: ladependent 
Church ; if he be-not (as it is plain, 'by the'conſtitu-- 
tion: of Independency , he is not ,. for Independent 
> | Church-memberſhip is not founded on. Baptiſm, but 
{> || ofi a particular Chureh:Covenant;): then-Independen- 
ir | ©y is 'a. Separate »-Communion- from the :Catholick 
Church ; for the members. of rhe: Catholick. Church. 
| are. 
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ptindene.Church, { and:theroforomIndependent Church 
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. : Nay. T would know: whether a-member-of one In- 


dependent Church-by being fo, - becomes a'member'of 


' anotherIndependent- Church z-if het does not, As it 1s 


plain, he-don's, ({for- every: Independent”: Church :is 
tounded upon -a particular Church-Covenant 'between 


; ſuch a particular Paſtor and particular members) then 


every : Independent Church 1s a diſtin& and Separate 
Body: from. all: iother-Independent; Churches, and fo 
they azeall Schiſmaticks to:cach other, as not preſer- 
ving the Unity:bf the: Body. oo 1 - / 

And tho Independent Churches ſheuld be fo civil 
to each other, as to. admit each others members to 
ſome Ads. of Communion, :.yet this is matter of cour- 
teſie,, not of right, and-therefore their:conſtitution is 
Schifmatical11.:It is'':like-- two | Neighbour - Families, 
which hold good correſpondence with each other, and 
often viſit one another,. and Eat, and Drink together, 
but yet-remain very. diſtin&: Families , and have all 
their concerns apart and ſeparate.: But the Chriſtian 
Church is but one Houſhold -and: Family, and who- 
ever makes two Families of it, is a .Schiſmatick. 7 

Thus let meask, whether the Epiſcopal, and Pres- 
byterian-Churches in: the: ſame- Chriſtian Kingdom; 
be one Church, and: members of each other; and own 
each others' members, as ſuch, tobe members of. their 


own Body and'Churchz If they do.not, as it: is :evi- || 


dent they don't, from their holding diſtin& and ſeparate 
Aſſemblies, under a diſtin& kind and ſpecies of Govern- 
ment, which: both of them .aflert to'be inſtituted by 


- Chriſt; andto be eſſential to: the conflitution:: of: the 


Church, from their forming themſelves intodiſtin& Bos 
| dies, 
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dies, under different Governors, which have no Com* 
munion, as ſuch with each other, (which yet is eſſen- 
tial to the Communion of particular Churches, that 
their Governors ſhould be in Communion with ea#h 
other) from their Condemning each others conſti- 
tution, and particular modes. of Worſhip, and their 
great endeavours to draw away members from each 
other ; which neceſſarily ſuppoſes , that they do not 
look upon each others members, as their own. I 
ſay, if from theſe conſiderations it appears, that they 
are not, and do not think themſelves ro be, one Body, 
nor members of each other, then they are two ſepa- 
rate Churches, and the Church, which makes the ſe- 
paration is the Schiſmatick. | 

And indeed we may as well ſay, that a Monarchy, 
and Ariſtocracy, and Democracy in the ſame Nation, 
with their diſtin& Governours, and diſtin& Subjetts, 
and diſtin Laws, that are always at Enmity and 
War with each other, are but one Kingdom, as to 
aſſert, that the Epiſcopal and Presbyterian Churches 
in England, are but one Church, 

3. The laſt thing to be explained, is, what is-meant 
by fixt or conſtant, and by occaſional Communion. 
Now this is a queſtion, which would grievouſly have 
puzl'd St. Cyprian and St. As/ffin and other Ancient 
Fathers, -who never heard but of one ſort of Commu» 
nion. For indeed there is no place for this diſtini- 
on of conſtant and occaſional Communion, according 
to the Principles of Catholick Communion. To be in 
Communion with the Church, is to be a member of 
che Church, and I take it for granted, that a member 
fignifies a fixt and conſtant, not an occaſional mem- 
ber ; not a member, which 1s one day a member, and 


* the. next day upon his own voluntary choice is no 


member, which is a member or no member, juſt as 
| E occaſion 


and conſtant relation in it ſelf conſidered, then the 
Duties of this relation are fixt and conſtant alſo. And 
therefore for the underſtanding of theſe Terms, which 
were unknown to. Antiquity, we muſt conſult the 
meaning of our Modera Authors, who were the firſt 
Inventors of them. pe 
_ Now by fixt Communion they mean an Actual and 
\ conſtant Communicating with ſome one particular 
Church, as fixt members of it ; occaſional Communi- 
\ on iis to Pray, and Hear, and receive the Sacrament, 
at ſome other Church, (of which they do not own 
themſelves to be rhembers) -as occaſion ſerves; that is, 
either to gratifie their own Curioſity, or to ſerve ſome 
ſceular end, or to avoid the Imputation.of Schiſm. 
Now this diſtinQion is owing to ſuch Principles, 
wL have evidently proved to. be very great mi- 
V8 0108 {takes. : : 
bl Wl For if to be in Communion with the Church ſignifie 
| to be a member: of it, and that not of any particular 
Church, as. diſtinguiſht from, the whole Catholick 
Church, but to be a member of the one Body of Chriſt, 
and of every ſound part of it; then our Communion 
with the Church is as fixt, as our relation and mem- 
berſhip is, and I think no Man, who underſtands him- 
ſelf, will talk of an-occaſional member, ©. , 
If no Mancan performany Act of Communion with 
a Church, of which he is no member (ſince all Acts 


E 70 of Communion,” and that, which is an A of - Com» 
Sh munion. in a member, is no At of Communion, 
lt when performed. Dy him, who 1s no member., as I 


for. 


occaſion ſerves. And if Church-mem ſip has fra | 


of Communion. have. a. neceſſary relation to- a. ſtate. 


haye already proved) then it is as plain a contradiQti-- 
on to talk of an occaſional Act of Communion, . as. 
of occaſional memberſhip ; and.there can be go place 
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(2) 
for occaſional Communion wirh a Church, of which 
we are no members, unleſs we will ſay, that a Man, 
who is not in Communion, may exerciſe As of Com- 
munion with the Church. h 

If all the Ads of Chriſtian Communion, which 
reſpet Chriſtian Worſhip, ſuch as Prayer, receiving 
the Lords Supper, &c. tho performed in a particular 
Church, be not Acts meerly of a particular Church- 
Communion, but of Catholick Communion, with the 
whole Chriſtian Church, and every ſound part of it, 
then every true Catholick Chriſtian, is not only in a 
fixt ſtate of Communion with the Catholick Church, 
but lives in as conſtant an exerciſe of Chriſtian Com» 
munion with all Sound and Orthodox Churches, as he 
does with that Church, in which he lives; for eve 
A@of Worſhip, which is an A of Communion with 
that particular Church, in which it is performed (if 
that Church be in Catholick Communion) is an A& 
of Communion with the whole Catholick Church , 
and therefore the very exerciſe of Chriſtian Commuy- 
nion, is equally fixt and conſtant, - or equally occafſio- 
nal with the whole Cathiolick Church. 

_ There is a ſenſe indeed, wherein we may be faid 
to be members of one particular Church conſidered 
as diſtint from all other particular Churches, but 
that principally conſiſts in Government and Diſcipline z 
every Chriſtian is a member of the whole Chriſtian 
Church, and in Communion with it, but he is un- 
der the immediate. Inſtrution and Government of his 
own Biſhop, and Presbyters, and is bound to Perſon- 
al Communion with them; and this conſtitutes a 
particular Church, in which all. Acts of Worſhip, and 
all Acts of Diſcipline and Government, are under the 
dire&ion and conduct of a particular Biſhop. And 


| when Neighbour Biſhops unite into one Body, and 
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(28) 
agree upon ſome common Rules of Government, and 
the Adminiſtration of Religious Offices, this makos 
them a Patriarchal or National Church, and thus by 
ſubmitting to the Government and Diſcipline of ſuch 
particular or united Biſhops, we become members of 
a Dioceſan or National Church, conſidered as diſtin 
from other Dioceſan or National Churches;But this does 
not confine our Church-memberſhip and Communion 
to ſuch a particular Church, tho it ſtrictly oblige us to 
conform to the Worſhip, and Diſcipline, and Govern« 
ment of that Church, wherein we live, while it im- 
poſes nothing on us inconſiſtent with the Principles 
of Catholick Communion. | 

But: tho. particular. Chriſtians: are more peculiarly 
obliged to obſerve the Rites and Uſages, and to ſub- 
mit to the Government and Diſctpline of the Church, 
wherein they live, and to. maintain Perſonal Com- 
munioh. with it, (and upon this account! may. in-a pe- 
culiar manner be called the members of that Church) 
yet every At of Communion performed in this par- 
ticular Church is an A& of Catholick Communion 
and an exerciſe of Chriſtian Communion with the 
whole Church, and every ſound part of it. Baptiſm 
| makes us members of the whole. Church, and gives 
us a right-to Communion with every ſound part of it ; 
every Act. of Chriſtian Communion in a particular 
Church is a- vertual Communion with the whole 
Church, with all particular Churches, which. live in 
Communion with each.other; and notwithſtanding my 
relation to a particular Church, by my conſtant Abode 
and Habitation init, when. ever travel into any other 
Church, I. Communigate with them as a member ; 
ſo that wherever I Communicate, whether in- that 
_ Church, in whichT uſually live, or in any other parti- 
cular Church, where I:am accidentally preſent, my 
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SUS. ARTS 
"Communiorr is- of the ſame Nature; that is, I Com- 
municate as 2-member” of the Chiireh, and it is Im- 
y Þ|| poſſible, I ſhould Communicate otherwiſe ; for F have 
h | no right to Communion, but* as a' member, - and no- 
>f | thing & can do, "can be an A&-of Communion , if- I 
t || be not, and do not'iown my felt to be a member. 
D And yet this- is the occaſion of this miſtake about 
n | .Fixt and Occaſional Communion ; -that- according to 
o | the Laws of our Church, which are rounded on great 
1 | and wiſe reafons, -and indeed according to the Laws 
1- | of Catholick Communion, every Chriſtian is bound 
2s | to-Communicate with-thar part of the Church, where« 
in he lives; now Men may have Houſes in-different 
y | Pariſhes, or diſtin& Dioceſles, or may Travel into 0- 
5= | ther parts of the Country, and Communicate with 
h, | the Churches, which they find in thoſe places, where 
a- | they are, or: they may ſometimes go to Prayers, of 
e- | hear a Sermon, or receive the Lords Supper -at- 
1) | another Parifh-Church ;' now '6ur ordinary Com- 
r- | munion with- thoſe Churches, where our conſtant 
1; | Abode is, may be-called conſtant Communion, and 
16 | our Communion with-thoſe Churches, which we ac- 
m | cidentally viſtt, and Communicate with, may be cak 
eg | led occaſional Communion ; and all this without 
t- | Schiſm, becauſe we ftill Communicate, either with 
ar | the ſame National Church, or (which is often the 
le || caſe of Travellers) with ſome other found part of the 
n | Catholick Church , of which we are alſo members, 
y | and ſo till keep-in the fame Commumon, and Com- 
ſe # municate with no Churches, but thoſe, of which we 
er | own our ſelves. members; as being - all in the fame 
r- | Communion ;'as being either ſincere members of the 
at | National or Catholick Church. : | 
T7 From hence--our Diſfenters Conclude-, that -their 


-Communion with an Independent, or Presbyterian, 
| ' Church, 


hn 


IR m——_—_—y | 
Churghy of which they profels themſelves fixt mem- 
bers , 4] hos hoop their . occaſional Commu- 
gion with the Church of, Eng/avd, when to ſerve fome 
- preſent turn, they, hear the Prayers, and receive the 
* Sacraments with us; as our. fixt Communton with 
our Pariſh-Churches is, with our occaſional Commu- 
nion,. with other Pariſh-Churches ; which no Body 
accounts. Schiſm, tho when it is too frequent and 
cauſele's, cis a great diſorder. 
- But the difierence between theſe two is vaſtly great, 
for in the Firſt caſe, we only Communicate with fuch 
Churches, which are al in Communion with each 
other, and therefore he, who is a member of one, 
ts 2 member of them all, and Communicates with 
them, wherever he is, as a member. But he, who 
is a fixt member of a Presbyterian, or Independent 
Church, cannot Communicate ſo much as .occaſional- 
ly, with the Church of Eng/and, as:a member, be- 
cauſe he is a member not only of another particular 
but of a ſeparate Church; and it is unpoſſible for any 
Man, who is one with himſelf, to be a member of 
twoſeparate Churches, and whatever ACcts.of Worſhip 
ve joyn in with -other Churches, of which we 
are no members, they are not properly Acts of Com- 
munion. _ 

Having thus premiſed the explication of theſe terms, 
what is meant by Church, and what is meant by 
Church-Communiea, and what is meant by Fixt or 
Conftant, and occafronal Communion, the right under- 
ſtanding of theſe things, will make it very eaſie to 
reſolve thoſe caſes, which Immediately refpe&t 
Church-Communion,and I ſhall Inſtance in theſe three. 

1. Whether Communion with ſome Church or 0- 
ther , eſpecially when the Church 4s, divided into fo 


many Sects and Parties, be a neceſſary Duty, incum- |* 


beat on all Chriſtians, . | 2. Whe- 
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z. Whether. conſtant Commuttion with that Church, 
with which occaſional Communion is Lawful, be a 
neceſlary Duty. I EET 
he 3. Whether it be Lawful for the ſame perſon, to 
th | Communicate with two ſeparate Churches, 

- | Caſe 1.\ Whether Communion with ſome Church c& r. 
ly || or ather, eſpecially-when the Church is divided igto 
1d | fo many SeQts and Parties, be a neceſſary Nuty incum- 

bent on all Chriſtians. | 
t, Now methinks the reſolution of this is as plain, as 
-þ | whether it be neceſſary far every Man to be a Chriſti- 
-þ | 32. For every Chriſtian is Baptized inta the Com- 
>, | union of. the Church, and muſt continue a Member 
th | of the Church; till he renounce his Memberſhiz by 
10 | Schiſm, or Infidelity, or be caſt out of the Church by 
at | Eccleſiaſtical cenſures. - . Gs 
1- | . Baptiſmncorporates us into the Chriſtian Church, 
e. | that is, makes us Members of the Body of Chriſt, 
ar | which is his Church and is frequently ſo called inScrip- 
wy | ture. For there 1s but one Body and one Spirit, Eph, phe 5.23: 
of | 4+ 4- one Chriſtian Church, which is animated and ©** 
ip || governed by the one Spirit of Chriſt, And we areall 
ve | Baptized into this ane Body. For as the. Body is one,qud Col: 1.18. 
n- | hath many Members, and all the members of that one 

Body, being many, are one Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt,that is, 
is. | the Chriſtian Church, which is the Body of Chriſt, of 
Yy which heis the Head ; for by ene Spirit we are all Bapti- ———_—_. 
or | zed inro one Body, whether we be Fews or Gentiles, whe- 14, oP 
r. | ther we be "0a Free, and are all made to driuk into- 
to None Spirit ; for the body is not one member, but many. 
& | Now Ihave already proved, that Church.Commus- 
e. | nion is nothing elſe, but Church-Memberſhip, ta be 
o- fin Communion with.the Church, and to be a meme» 
fo Iber of the Church, ſignifying the*sfame thing, And FE: 
n- think, I need not prove, that tg be in a ſtate of Come 
1EC- | . INUNILOTL : 
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union” contains” both 'a right, and an "Obligation 


to *Acauat' Communion. He, who 1s a member of 


the Church, may Ghallenge all the Priviledges of a 
member, among which AQual Communion: is none 
of the leaſt; to be admitted to all the Acts and Of- 
fices of Chriftian-Communion., to the Communion 
of Prayers and Sacraments, and all other -Chriftian 
Duties, which no Man' who is not a member of the 
Church, has any right to. "And he who is a mem- 
ber, is bound to pertorm all thoſe Duties and Offices, 
which are Eſſential to Church Communion, and there- 
fore is bound to Communicate with the Church 'in 
Religious Aſſemblies, to joyn in. Prayers and Sacra- 
ments, to attendpublick Inſtructions, and to live like 
a member of the Church. | 

But to put this paſt all doubt", zhat external and 
aftual Communion is an eſſential Duty of a Charch-mem- 
ber, I ſhall offer theſe plain proofs of it. 
I, That Baptiſm makes us Members of the viſible 
Church of Chriſt, but there can be no viſible Church 
without yiſible Communion, and therefore every vi- 
fible Member, by vertue of his Memberſhip, is bound 
- external and viſible Communion, when it may be 
had. | | 


2. This is eſſential to the notion of a Church, as it 


is a Body and Society of Chriſtians, For' all Bodies 
and Societies of Men are Inſtituted for the ſake of ſome 
common Duties .and Offices to be performed by the 
Members of it. . A Body of Men isa Community, and 


'1t is a ſtrange kind of Community, in 'which every 


Member may a& by it felf, without any Communica- 
tion with other Members of the fame Body. And yet 
ſuch a kind of Body as this, 'the Chriſtian Church is, 
if it be not an eſſential Duty of every Member, to 
live in the exerciſe of viſible Communion with the 
aq Church 
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Church, when he can. For there is the fame Law for 
all *Members, and either-all or none, are bound to a- 
&ual Communion, | 
- But this 15'more abſurd ſtill, when we confider, that 
the Church is ſach a Body, as conſiſts of variety of 
Members , -of different Offices and Officers, which 
are*of no uſe without actual and viſible Communion 
of all: its Members. | 

To what purpoſe did Chriſt appoint ſuch variety of 


Miniſters in his Church, Apoſtles, Prophets, Evange- Eph. 4. 11,12: | 


liſts, Paſtors, and Teachers, for the perfefting of the 
Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of 
the Body of Chriſt ; to what purpoſe has he inſtituted a 
ſtanding Miniſtry in his Church,to offer up the Prayers 
of the Faithful to God, to inſtru, exhort, reprove, 
and adminſter the Chriſtian Sacraments, if private 
Chriſtians are not bound to maintain Communion 
with them, in all Religious Offices 2 

3. Nay the Nature of Chriſtian Worſhip obliges us 
to Church-Communion. I ſuppoſe, no Man will deny, 
but that every [Chriſtian is bound to Worſhip God 
according to our Saviours Inſtitution : and what'that 
is, we cannot learn better, than from the Example 
of the Primitive Chriſtians, of whom St. Lake gives 


us this account, that zhey continued Stedfaſt in the ARs 2. 41. 


Apoſtles Doftrine, and Worſhip , and in breaking of 

Bread, and-in Prayers. | PE, 
That which makes any thing. im a Strict ſenſe, an 

A& of Church-Communton:is, that it is performed in 


' the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles, or in Communion with 


the Biſhops and Miniſters of the Church; They are 


.appointed to Offer up the Prayersof Chriftians to God 


in his Jame ; and-therefore tho the private devotions 
of *Chrillians are acceptable to God, as the Prayers of 


Church-Members, yet none but publick Prayers , 
22% F 


which 


c 


rity from Chriſt, to Ofter thele Spiritual Sacritices to. 
God, are properly the Prayers of. the Church, and Acts 


of Church-Communion. :1If- then” we-muſt .Offer up 


our Prayersto God according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, 

that is, by the hands of. perſons Authorized .and fer 

. apart. for-that purpoſe; we mult of neceflity joyn. in. 
Viſib 


the Actual and le Communion of the Ghurch: 


* The Sacrament of the Lords Supper is the princi-. 


pal part of Chriſtian Worſhip, and we cannot Celebrate 


this Feaſt:, but in Church-Communion ; for this .is a. 
xorizs 8. common Supper ,, or 'Communian-Feaſt., 
which. in:all- Ages of the. Church, -has.been admi-. 
niſtred by Conſecrated Perſons, and in-Church-Com-- 


munion,; . for it. loſes 'its Nature - and - Signification, 
when it. is turaed into a private Maſs, ſo that if every 


Chriſtian.is bound tothe Actual;performance of true 
Chriſtian Worſhip, he /1s bound to :an: Actual.Com-. 


+. + 


munion with the Chriſtian- Charch. 


 -4. We may obſerve further; that Church Autho-. 
rity is exerciſed only about Church-Communion, 


which neceſlarily ſuppoſes, that all Chriſtians, who 


are Church-Members .and in a State of Communion, 
are bound toall the Atts of external and viſible Com-. 


munion with the Church. 'The exerciſe of Church Ay- 


thority conſiſts in-Receiving in, or Shutting out of 
the Church. To receive into the Church, is to ad-. 
mit them toall external AQts: of Communion, to Shur, 
or Caſt our of the Church, is-to deny them. the extex-. 
nal and viſible Communion of the Church ;notto allow 
them to Pray, or receive the Loeo Super, or perform - 

@: pul blies of the - 
Ghureh. Now-all this Church Authority would ſignifie 


any Religious:Offices.1n the: publick.A 


nothing, were not External and Actual-Communion, 


both the. Priviledge and Duty of every Chriſtian; and. 
JEL. 
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Church. 


. yet thisis. all the: Authority Chriſt hath given to: His - 


5- And. to confirm all this, nothing is mage plain 
in Scripture, than that Separation from a Church, is 
to withdraw from.the viſible. Communion of it, and 
there can be no Notion of Separation without this ; now 
if Separation from Religious Aſſemblies be to breale 


Communion, then to live in Communion with the 
Church requires our. Actual-Communicating with the 


Church in all Religious Duties. 


And that this is the true Notion of Separation is eaſily 
proved fromthe moſt expreſs teſtimonies; 2 Cor. 6. 
17. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 


ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch no unclean-thing, and 
I will receive you : Where,come out from among them,and 


be ye ſeparate, plainly- ſignifies, to forſake the Afſſem- 
blies of Idolaters, not. to Communicate with them in 
their Idolatrous Worſhip; So that not to joyn with 
any Men or Church in their Idolatrous Worſhip, is to 
Separate from their Communion, which is a very 
Godly Separation , when the Worſhip is Idolatrous 
and Sinful, but a Schiſmatical Separation, when it is 
not, Thus St. Fohs tells us of the Ancient Hereticks, 


They went out from us becauſe they were not of us, for if i john. 2, 19, 


they had been,of us, they would, no doubt, have continued 
with ws, but they went out, that they might be made 
manifeſt, that they were not all of as, Where their 
going out from them, plainly ſignifies, their forfak- 
ing Chriſtian Aſſemblies , upon which acceunt the 
- Author of the Epiſtle to the Zebrews admoniſhes 
the Chriſtians, uo? to forſake the Aſſembling of them- 
ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, in which he 
"refers to the Separation of thoſe Ancient Hereticks. 
And thus accordingly to have Fellowſhip or Com- 
munion with any, is to partake with them in their 


Religious 
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ReGgzons Myſteries. By' this Argument St. Pau/'dif 
ſwades the Corinthians for Eating of the Idols Feaſt; 
becauſe they were Sacrifices to Evil Spirits, and by 
partaking of thoſe - Sacrifices they had Communion 
3:Cor, 10. 20, with them. Bu? I ſay, that the things, which the 
"BY Gentiles Sacrifice, they Sacrifice to Devils, and not to 
God , and I would not that you ſhould have Fellowſhip 
with Devils. Te cannot Drink the: Cup of the Lord; 
and the Cup of Devils, ye' cannot bs-partakers of the 
Lords Table, and of the Table, of Devils. So that; 
tho we muſt firſt be -in a ſtate of Communion with 
Chriſt, and his Church, muſt firſt be received into 
Covenant, and by Baptiſm be incorporated into the 
Chriſtian Church, before we have any right to Com- 
municate with this Church ;. yet no Man can preſerve 
his Church-ſtate without AfQtual- Communion , no 
Man has Communion with Chrift , or his Church, 
but he, who Actually Communicates in-all Religious 
Offices, and Chriſtian- Inſtitutions; a ſtate of . Com» 
munion confers a right-to Communicate, but Actual 
Communion conſiſts. in the exerciſe of. Communion; 
and a right to Communicate without AQtual Gommu- 
nion is. worth nothing, as no right or priviledge is 
without the Exerciſe of it;. for enjoyment- confiſts in 
AQs, and all the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, all the Blef- 
ſings of Chriſtian Communion, are conveyed to us 


by Actual Communion. So that if we would par- 


take of the Bleſſings of Chriſt,if we would Reap the ad- 
vantages of Church-Communion, we.muſt live inActual 
Communion, andnot content our ſelves with a dor- 
mant and uſeleſs right, which we-never bring into A&; 


This is ſufficient. to prove, . the neceſſity of Actual. 


Communion : with . the Chriſtian» Church, wherr it 
may be.had, for where 1t cannot be had, Non-Com- 
munon is. no. Sin,..for we are. not obliged ro Impoſe 

| | ſibilities ; 
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fibilities ; he who lives in a,Country, ortravels thiough: 


any Country, where there is no true- Chriſtian Church: - 


to Communicate with , cannot - enjoy: .:Actual- 
Communion ; - the right and Duty of. Communion 
continues, tho neceſſity may ſuſpend: the A&; : Bax 
the greater difficulty -is, whether it be:not Lawful, 


to. ſuſpend our - Communion with any particular. 


Churches, when we ſee the Church. divided into a 
great many Parties. and .Fations, which refuſe. 
Communion with each other, which is the deplo- 
rable ſtate of the Church at this day among us, 
Presbyterians , Independents, Anabaptiſts, Quakers , 
all Separate from the Church of  E»g/and, and' from 
each other, and from: hence: ſome . conclude it Law- 
ful to ſuſpend Communion with all the divided Par- 
ties, which is juſt ſuch a reaſon for a Total ſuſpenſion of - 
Church-Communion, as the different ' and 'contrary 
opinions in Religion are for Scepticiſm and: infidelity. 


| Becauſe there area great many kinds of Religions 1n. 


the World, and-a-great many. divided .Sefts of the 
Chriſtian Religion ;- therefore ſome Men will be: of 
no- Religion; and becauſe the Chriſtian Church is di». 
vided-into, a:great many oppoſite and Separate Coms 
munions,therefore others will be of no Church ; and the 
reaſon is-as ſtrong in one caſe, as it.is in+he other, that 
is; indeed it holds in-neither: For it-is-poſlible to dif 
cover, which is the true Religion, notwithſtanding 
all theſe different and contrary perſwaſions about it, 
and it is equally poſſible to fiad-out, which of theſe 
divided Communions is-a true and Sound Member. of 
the Catholick Church, and when we know that, we 
are bound to-maintain Communion with it. | 
' Indeed if ſuch Diviſions and Separations, excuſe us 
from A&ual Communian with the .Church , Actual 
Communion-never was , and is-never. likely. to = a. 
uty 
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Duty leing/2ope ether ; for-there; never was any ſtate of 
the: Clinrchi do h 


appy long together, as to be without- 
divifions ; even inthe Apoſtles times, there were-thoſe, 
who Separated from:the Communion of the Apoſtles, 


and ſet-up private Conveaticles of their awn, and; fo 


it: has-been: in. all ſucceeding Ages of the Church, and 


# it is likely to-continue, and if we are not bound 


to Communicate with the Church, while there are 


any. Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, who divide from 


the Church, farewell to all Church Communion in 
this World. evj3 36 3.7 | 

Should any Man indeed Travel into a Strange 
Country, and thete find a Schiſm in the Chrittian 
Church, it were- very fitting for him to Suſpend Com- 
munion with either Party , tilt he had opportunity 
to :acquaint himſelf with the ſtate. jof . the Contro- 
verfie;:fo as to judge, which party is the Schiſmatick 
and' then! he'is bound (if he underſtand their Lan- 


guage) to. Communicate with the Sound and Ortho- 


dox part of the Catholick Church, which he finds in 
that. place. But this does not reach. the caſe of thoſe, 
who are conſtant Inhabitants of the place, where the 
Schiſmis; for they muſt not live. in a Sceptical- ſuſ- 


' penſion of Communion all their days, 


And there ivone plain Rule to direct all Men in this 
Inquiry ; That wherever there is a Church Eſtabliſhe 
by publick Authority, if there be nothing Sinful: in 
its Conſtitution and Worſhip, we are bound toCom- 
municate - with thar Church, and to reject the Com- 
munion of all other Parties and Seats of Chriſtians. 
For the advantagealways lies on the ſide:of Atithority, 


no pyblick eſtabliſhment-can juſtifie-a Sinful-Commu- 


nicn, but it there be nothing Sinful in the Communi- 
on of the National Church , which is Eſtablifhr by 
publick Authority , to Separate:trom ſuch a Church 1s 
E9.-. both 


> 
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State, and a Schiſm-from the Church. 1 | 
ng But. it wall be.,conventeat to conſider, what theſe 


lick| and Religious Aſſemblies? Never to Pray, nor 
Hear, nor.zeceive the Lords. Supper together ? If this 


SB OSOCRmAaAADSET,Y wm, _ 


to thruſt-out all Religion. 


But this they will not, they dare not ſay, and there- 


y | municate occaſionally with-them jall. 


in | much as of occaſional Communion.) which: is-not per- 


ſe, | formed in the Communion of the Church ;'and; no 


he | Man is in Communion with. the Church, who is not a 
if. | Member. of it.; .and whoever is a; Member of . the 

Church is- a. fixt and not.an occaſional Member ; -and 
is | whatever Church he Communicates with, tho it may 
he || be, it is but oncein a Year, or once in his life, as he 


in || occaſionally. Travels.that way, yet he Communicates . 
m. || .2as a fixt Member of the Catholick Church, and of e-- 
n- || very... Sound. part of the Catholick Church; for a fixt 


os. | Member does not ſignifie our fixt abode,..or conſtant 


tr; | Acts of Communion in any particular Church, but. 


au- {| our ſtate of Communion, and fixt and permanent re- 
ni- {lation to. the whole Chriſtian Church, and every part 
by þ| of jt, and therefore tho a particular; AGt of Commu- 


both diſobedience .to the Supreme Authority in the 


Lawful for an Engli/þ Manduring theſe Church divi- 
ions :among -us, never4o Worſhip: God in any Pub-- 


were do, . it were-the moſt EfleRtual way -in the, World 


xe || fore by Suſpending .Communion they mean, (that in 
n | caſe. of ſuch; diviſions they, may refuſe to enter them- 
+> | ſelves fixt and ſetled Members-otany Churehgbut\Com-- 


c; | _ But I. have already obſerved how abſurd. this di- 
n- | ftindtion: of faxt and. occaſional .Communion: is. ; For: 
o- | ao Act of Religion is an Act,of Communion '(not-(o - 


nion may be performed .upon-ſgme. particular ocagtina | 
WILN . 
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A 
with fuch-a particular Church, yet it is not an Act of 
occaſional , but-iof fixt Communion, becauſe tho I 
Communicate but ''6nce and that occaſionally , yet: I 
Communicate as a Member of the Church, whith'is 
not an occaſional but a fixt Relation. 
-' 'So that when Men Communicate: occaſionally, as 
they ſpeak, with al- the different Parties of Chriſtians 
in a divided Church, they either Communicate with 
none,” or Communicate with all of them. ' Krhey per- 
form theſe Acts of Communion , without owning 
their relation to them, as Members, then they are 
in Communion with none -of them, notwithſtanding 
all-theſe* pretended: Acts of :occafional Communion, 
and Ao-they live in Communion: with -no Church, 
which yet I hope, I have made it appear tobe the Duty 
of every Chriſtian to do ; if they Communicate with all 
theſe divided Parties, as Members, then they are in 
Communion with-many Separate-Churches, are Mem- 
:bers'of Separate and Oppoſite Bodies, that is, they are 
contrary to themſelves, and on one fide or other, are 
certain to be Schiſmaticks, but this will appear fur- 
-ther from conſidering the two following Caſts - 
.Caſe 2. The Second: Caſe is this; Whether conſtant 
Communion be a 'Puty, where occaſtonal Communion is 
Lawful. IT have already made it -appear , that the 
very notion of conſtant and occaſional Communion 
is abfurd,and a ContradiQionto all the principles of Ca- 
'tholick Communion, and therefore there is no place for 
this diſtinAion, nor for this queſtion, every Chriſtian, 
asa Chriſtian, is a fixt Member of the whole Chriſtiar 
Church, and of every Sound part of-it, and for Men 
to talk of being Members of any one particular Church, 
in diſtinftion from all other particular Churches, of 
which they: wilnot'own themſelves "Members, is 1 
Schiſmatical' notion 'of *Church-Memberſhip, berauff 
A | 
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' it fividls the Chriſtian Chorch into diſtinEt Merniber. 


ſhips, and therefore into diſtin& Bodies, which\makes 


- the one Chureh-and ore Body 'of Chriſt; 'not one; But 
many Bodies: for if every patticular Charch has ſuch a: 


mber of Members, which are Members only of thac 
cular Church, wherein they are fixt;. and are not 
radi of any other particular Church; thewevery: 
particular Church is a diftin&and entire Body by it ſets; 
which has.particular Members of 'its own; which be- 
long to no other Body; juſt-as every particular Mar 
has his own Body, which confifts of fuch a number 
all other Bodies. - --' | CHOI 1 
-'The 'plain ſtate of the Caſe in ſhort is: this! Biz] 
ry true Chriſtian is in Communion with the whoſe 
Chriſtian Church, that is, is a Member: of' the whole 
Church';- but:he maſt - perform" the Ads of Commu- 
nion in-ſome patticular Church, and-the only allows 
able difference- between conſtant and occafibnal Com- 
munion is this ; that we muſt perform the conſtant As 
of Communion- in that: part of the CatholickChurch, 
in which we Tonſtantly live, and Communicate oe- 
cafjonally with that part of 'the Church, in which: we 


z 


are occaſiomlly- preſent 5 'arid therefore there- never 


can be any Competition between conſtant and occa- 
fional Communion in the ſame phce. I cannot Com- 
municate' conftantly with that Clurch in which+I 
Communicate occafionally, unleſs F' remove my Ha- 
bitation, and turn an occaſional preſence into a con- 


ſans and ſettled abode ; nor can I without fin- Com- 


munieate only: occcafionally with that Charch, with 
which I may-an1 ought to' Communicate conſtantly, 
4s being conſtacitly-preſent there, for this is only'to do 
that {ometitnes; which' F ought to do always. This 


fd is like a Mans living occeaſionally in his own Houſe, 


G which 


— 


(42) 
which ſignifies, that for-the moſt part heis a-ſtra; 
-: There: cannot be two diſtin Churches inthe ſame. 
place , one: for occaſional, and another for conſtant 
Communion, without Schiſm, For it is evident, theſe 
are two diſtinct Communions, and that our relation 
to them is as different, as it is-to a Houſe we live in, 
and to an Inn; where we lodge for a Night. 


So that there is-no foundation: for this Inquiry a- 


mong Men, who underſtand the true Principles of 
Catholick-Communion ; It never can be a Caſe of Con- 
ſcience, whether I-ſhould Communicate conſtantly 
or occaſionally with ſuch a Church, unleſs it be a 
Caſe of Conſcience, whether I ſhould live conſtantly 
or occafionally within the bounds and juriſdiction of. 
ſuch a Church ; for where my conſtant abode is, there 
my conſtant Communion muſt -be, if there: be a true 


and fincere part of the Catholick-Church in-that place, 


and where I am only occafionally,there I can only Cone. 
municate occaſionally alſo. 


\ , But to meet with the diſtempers. of this Age, and 


to-remove thoſe Apologies ſome Men-make far their 
Schiſm, it is neceſſary to make this a queſtion. For, 
in this divided ſtate of the Church, there are a great 
many among us, who think, they cannot maintain 
canſtant Communion with the Church of England, as 
conſtant and fixt Members, who yet upon ſome occa«- 
ſions think, they may Communicate with us in all parts 
of, Worſhip, and AQually do fo. pee 
Now, when theſe Men, who are fixt Members, as 
they call it,of Separate Churches, think fit ſometimes to. 
Communicate. in, all-parts-of Worſhip with the Church 


of England, we. charitably ſuppoſe, that- Men; 'who/ 


pretend.to ſo much tenderneſs of Conſcience, and care 


of their Souls, wilLdonothing, not.ſo much as-once, 


which 


read Tas, \. 4 
Y KS.E CONES OS 3 t] 
»** 

- 


4 es 
n 
», # 
bd 


Pl ST od. oo = ©. car IG... 


as oY wo 


re 


( 43 ) 


| _ which they believe, or ſuſpe&, to. be: ſinful, at the | 


time, when they do it ; and therefore. we-yonclude, 


' that thoſe, who Communicate occaſionally with the 


Church of Exg/and, do thereby declare, that they 
believe, there is nothing ſinful in our Commu- 
nion.; and we thank them for this good opinion 
they expreſs of our Church, and earneſtly defire to 
know, how they can juſtifie their ordinary Separation 
from ſuch a Church, as requires no finful. terms of 
Communion. | 

If any thing leſs than ſinful terms of.Communion 
can juſtifie a Separation, then there can be no end of 
Separations and Catholick-Communion is an Impoſli- 
ble and Impracticable notion, that is, the Church of 
Chriſt neither is one Body, nor ever can be. For if 
Mea are not bound to Communicate with a Church, 
which obſerves our Saviours Inſttutions, without any 
ſuch corrupt mixtures, as make its Communion fin- 
ful, then there is no bounds to be ſet to the Fancies of 
Men, but they may new model Churches, and divide 
and ſubdivide without any end. 

Is that a ſound and Orthodox part of the Catholick- 
Church, which has nothing fioful in its Communion ? 
If it be not, Pray what is it, that makes any Church 
Sound and Orthodox? If it be, upon what account is 
it Lawful, to Separate from a_ Sound and Orthodox 
Church ? And may we not by the ſame reaſon Separate 
from the whole Catholick Church, as from any Sound 
part of it? Nay does not that Man Separate trom the 


. Whole Catholick Church , who Separates from any 


Sound part of it ? For the Communion of the Church 
is but one, and he, that divides and breaks this union, 


Separates himſelf from the whole Body. 
G2... Except- 
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| Jave proved 


| not upon particular 
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Men have, than thoſe-of our Saviours own Inſtituti- 


on, without any /Cprrupt and ſinful mixtures, to 


Jpoil their vertue:and efficacy? (as. we fuppole is ac- 
knowledged by thofe, who occaſionally Communicats 
in all parts of our'Worſhip, that there is nothing fin- 
ful in —_— purity of divine Adminiſtrations muſt con- 
Gf in their agreement with the Tnſtitution, that rhere 
is neither.any ſuch defe@.or-addition, as- alters their 
Nature and deftreys their Vertue. - For the Efficacy 
of Goſpel- Ordinances _ upon -their Inſtitution, 

| des of: Adminiſtration, which 
are not exprefly Commanded in- the Goſpel ;"and hg 
who deſires. greater purity - of 'Ordinancesthan their 
conformity to their Inſtitution, who thinks, that Bap- 
tim and the Lords. Supper loſe their Efficacy, unleſ 


they 
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_ they beadmitilftrec in'thar way? Whith they" them- 


ſelves beſt like,” are guilty of groſs Superſtition, and 
attribute the vertue of Sacraments to the ritatiner of 
their adminiftration,not to their Diyint Joftiturion, 
And what Men talk of greater Editions gene- 
rally as little underſtood as-the other; for Edification- 
15 buildin up, and'is applied to the*Church , conſi- 
,dered. as Gods Houſe and Temple, and it is an odd 
way of building up the Temple of 'God, by dividing. 
and Separating the parts of it from each other. 
-- This one thing well -confidered, vx. 'That' modus 
Edification or Building, according to the 'Scripttire 
notion- of it, does. always primarily -refer” to, or at _ 


leaſt include, Church-unity and Communion , is. 


fficient to-convince any Man, whatan ill way it is, 
to ſeek, for greater Bdiffcation .in breaking the Com- 
munion of the Church by Schiſm'and Separation; and. 
therefore” I ſhall ' make .it plaidly appear, that this is 
the true Scripture notion of Edification ; and, to that 
end ſhall conſider the moft material places, where this. - 
word is ufed. oboe 


©" Now the moſt proper ſignification! of 3nd, which. 


our Tranſlators render 'by Zd;fication, is'a Houſe or 


Building, and this is-the proper Senſe.,, wherein it 
belongs to the- Chriſtian ' Church, 7e are Gods Fuſ- 


Zandry, ye are Gods Building, that is, the Church is * © 39+ 


Gads' Houſe or | Building , 5-24. Thus 'the' fame 


| Apoſtle: rells ts, that in Chriſt, the whole Building xg. ._.... 


( Z.e. the' whole Chriſtian-Church ) frly framed 20- 

gether.,” groweth unto au” holy Temple 74. the Lord. 

Hence the Gqvernours of the Church are called Build- 

toggpted with God, in ereCing this Spiritual Building, 

an 

the increaſe, growth. and. advances towards per- | 
tection 


ers, Widirre,, and the Apoſtles are called Cabourers Ads 4. 15. 
St. Paul calls himſelf a Maſter Builder. Hence r Cor. 3. 9: 
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00. the Church, is. called the Building, or Edi- 


fication of it. For _ this- reaſon St.. Pax! commends 
Propheſie, or Expounding the Scriptures, before ſpcak- 


" x Cor. 14 ing in unknown Tongues without an Interpreter, be- 


$. 


Yo I 2» 


cauſe by this the Church receives Building or Edifi- 
cation.. All theſe Spiritual gifts, which were. be- 
ſtowed on the Chriſtians, were for the Building and 
Edifying of the Church. The Apoſtolical power in 


| in md - Church cenſures was for Edification, not for Deſtrution, 
13. 10. 6i5bixoddyuy x} 6x 676 wbatpenry £0 Build, and notto. pull down, 


. that is, to--preſerve the Unity of the Church intire, 


and its Communion pure, Ws 
And we may obſerve that this Edification is pri- 


"1Cer 16 5. marily applied to the Church, 7hat .the Church may 


Eph..4- 12. 
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15, 16. 


receive Edifying : That ye may excel to the Edifying 
of the 'C mg s For the Edifying of the Body -þ Chriſt. 
And it is very obſervable : wherein the Apoſtle places 
the Edification of the Body of Chriſt, v/z. in Unity and 
Love.7:i/ we all come in the Unity of the Faith,and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to aperfett Man, unto the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the alneſe of Chriſt,Till we are 
united by. one Faith into one Body, and perte& Man. 
And ſpeaking the truth in love, may grow up in him into 
all things, whichis the head, Even Chriſt from whom the 
whole Body fitly joyned together, and compatted by that, 


which every joynt A according to the Effeftual . 


working in the meaſure of every part maketh increaſe 
of the Body, unto the Edifying it ſelf in love. This 
15 an admirable deſcription of the-Unity of the Church, 
in which all the parts are cloſely united and compaGt- 


ed togaener, as Stones and Timber are to make one 
Houſe; and thus they grow into one Body, and in- 


creaſe in. mutual Love, and Charity, which is the ve- 


ry Building and Edification of the Church, which is 
; Cer, 8. i, Edifyed and Built up in love, as the Apoſtle 
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| that knowledge puſſerh "up; but charity” Edifieth, "this: 

Builds up ns | nk of twiſt 3 mobas - | ſuch a 
common Charity as wehave'for att Mankind';-but ſuch 
a love and Sympathy, as is peculiar to the Members 
of the ſame Body; and which none but Members can 
_ have for each other, and now methinks T need not 
prove; that Schiſm and Separation;is not for'the Edifi- 
cation: of the Church.z. to Sepatate for Edification: is 
to.Pull down in ſtead of Building up. 

But theſe. Men do not ſeem 'to have any great re- 
gard. to- the Edification of the Church,but only to their 
own particular Edification, and we muſt grant, that- 
Edificatian.isſometimes applied to particular Chriſtians 
in Scripture, ' according to St. Pauls Exhortation , 
Comfort your ſelves together, and Edifie one another, 
even as alſo ye do. And this Edifying one another with- 
out queſtion Fignifies our promotingeach others growth 
and progreſs in all Chriſtian Graces and vertues:: and fo- 
' the Building and Edification. of the Church, fignifies- 
the growth and improvement of the Church: in all 
Spiritual Wiſdom and knowledge, and Chriſtian graces, 
the Edification of the Church conſiſts in the Edifica-- 
tion-of particular Chriſtians, but then thus' is called 
Edification- or Building, becauſe this growth and im-- 
provement is in the Unity and Communion of the- 
Church, and makes them: one Spiritual Houſe and- 
Temple. Thus.the Church is called the Temple of 
God, and.every particular Chriſtians Gods Temple; 
wherein the _ Spirit dwells, and yet God has but 
one Temple, and the Holy Spirit dwells only in-the- 
Church of Chriſt; but particular Chriſtians are Gods- 
Temple, and the Holy Spirit dwells in-them, asiv- 
ing Members-of the Chriſtiana Church ; and thus by 
the ſame reaſon, the Church - is - Edified -and Puilt 
{| up,. as it grows.into a Spiritual Houſe and Holy Lem- 
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Eph. 4 4- 


Caſe 3. 


.ple-by,n ig and cloſe Uvion 


Its parts 3,009-every :Chiiftian is Edificd) as the:grows: i 
the. Church: f7 Ix; 2] 3 # wp 14 ape # - F- tel © 2 


And therefore: whatever extraordinary means of Edt 
-Fication Men nay fancy tothemſelves in a-Separarion, 


the Apoſtle knew noEdificatioh, but in the Commu-' 


nion of [the Churcly;rand-cindeed' if our growthrand 


increaſe in all Grace and Vertue, be more: owidg to” | 


the, internal afliftances:of the Divine Spirit, than to 
- the external Adminiſtfations, as St. Pax/ tells us, 7 
have planted, and Apollos watered, but Gbd:gave the 


increaſe :| bo | then, neither. is he that", planteth wy 


thing , wor 'he that watereth; but God that gave the 
Increaſes And- the Divine Spirit confines his influences 
and; operations to the Unity of the Church. .( as the 
ſame. Apofile tells us, that there is but ove Body' and 


one 'Spirit,.Cwhich plainly: fignifies, that the operati- 
ons: of: this one Spirit, are appropriated to thisione* 
Body, as the Soul is to the Body it Animates) then 
it does notſcem a. very likely way for Edification to 


cut our ſelves off from the Unity of Chrifts Body. 
4; The Third and. Laſt: Caſe ſtill remains; which 
will be reſolved in” a few words, according: to the 


Principles now Taid' down, which is this : Whezher ir 


be Lawfuli to Communicate with two diftinit aud Sepa- 
tate: Chaurthes,: i Fot this is thought: of late days, not 
only;a-very: Innocent 'and: Lawful thing, but the true 


Cathalick-Spirit , | and |Catholick-Communion ; to 


.Comminicate with Churches of al-:Communions, un- 


leſs perhaps they may: except the Papiſts, and.Qua- | 


kefs..- It: 15 thought, a Schjfinatieal Principle,” to re- 
fuſe; 26: Commiimcate with: thoſe 'Chirches', which 


withfdrbw. Communion fronvus.  Andithusfome; who 


Conilicate ordinarily. with the Charch of England, 
1 : make 


* . 


YT þ- and" ther all 
'65" contrary tc 

munion, any thi can poliblpt wo 
in, ty hg rn po © Clurth is ) be a 


Mernber of it, and to be 2 Member of two' $ 
and Oppoſite Ghurches, is to be as contrary 


therefore where there are two Churches Hoy from 
each- other by Separate Communions, there. is 2 
Sctifm and" Rent. in'the'Body,' 

minicates with both- theſe Char 


_ other; Communicates in a" ta; 
Thar the Presb _ and  Inde ne « Churetics; 


have made an Ad ration rom: thie-Churth-of 
Englend, Thar evident roved alread 
Lavfal (as tho hs: en; ae atily do 'Com- 


unicate with the Church of Eerland muſk be pre- 
ſumed to acknowledge) then” they are Schiſmaricks; 
rode Comma vith them 599 -parralee in their 
N L9.10 9 Wo S(0-5098 ink IG CEN; 
Now if Schiſm be an Innocent thing, and the true 
CatholicksS irit, I have no more to ſay, but that the 
whole 'Chri Church , ever ſince the Apoſtles 
times, has beenin a very great! miſtake ; but if Schiſm 
be a very. great; Sin,. and that whigh will Damn us, 
as ſoon as Adultery and Murder, then it muſt needs 


bea dangerous thing to Communicate with Schiſma- 
ticks. H The 
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